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the printed material on the development of normal eye-span.
Plenty of eye-space surrounding lines, and words arranged
in possible " eye units " aid speedy recognition. Thus :
The children had tea.
"Now," said Dora,
"let us play in a ring/'
"Please hold my hand, Dora,"
said May.
" Hold my hand, Jack,"
said Dick.1
Here the arrangement of the material into useful
recognition units and the spacing at the beginnings and
ends of the lines make for rapid, clear perception and
hence for more effective eye movements.
Ability to associate sounds of letters or groups of letters
with their correct visual forms and to blend the sounds
into a complete word is, like power of visual discrimination,
a specific mental aptitude partly inborn, partly acquired.2
There is evidence to show that ability to distinguish the
visual patterns of words is easier than analysis and synthesis
of their auditory components. Both aptitudes mature at
different rates in different children, but the power of visual
differentiation matures the earlier. It is easier for the
1  Taken from " Happy Venture Readers," Book II, p. 25 (Oliver and
Boyd Ltd.).
2  For a full description of this specific factor see Backwardness in the
Basic Subjects, Chapter IX, Fred J. Schonell.   (Oliver and Boyd Ltd.),
1942,